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Commentator

Thomas Coke (9 September 1747 - 2 May 1814) was the first Methodist Bishop and is known as the Father of Methodist Missions.

Born in Brecon, south Wales, his father was a well-to-do apothecary. Coke, who was only 5 foot and 1 inch tall and prone to being overweight, read Jurisprudence at Jesus College, Oxford, which has a strong Welsh tradition, graduating Bachelor of Arts, then Master of Arts in 1770, and Doctor of Civil Law in 1775. On returning to Brecon he served as Mayor in 1772.

A Commentary on the Holy Bible, six complete volumes (1801-1803), is an indepth look at the Old and New Testaments, with the following print volumes combined into the commentary here: 

· Volume 1, Genesis to Deuteronomy, 1801.

· Volume 2, Joshua to Job, 1801.

· Volume 3, Psalms to Isaiah, 1802.

· Volume 4, Jeremiah to Malachi, 1803.

· Volume 5, Matthew to Acts, 1803.

· Volume 6, Romans to Revelation, 1803. 

His numerous publications included Extracts of the Journals of the Rev. Dr. Coke's Five Visits to America (London, 1793); a life of John Wesley (1792), prepared in collaboration with Henry Mooro; A History of the West Indies (3 vols., Liverpool, 1808-11). 

Introduction

THE LAMENTATIONS OF JEREMIAH. 

DR. SOUTH says of this book, "One would think that every letter was wrote with a tear, every word the sound of a breaking heart; that the author was a man compacted of sorrows, disciplined to grief from his infancy; one who never breathed but in sighs, nor spoke but in a groan." Sermons, vol. 4: p. 31. Bishop Lowth, in agreement with the general opinion, says, that the subject of the book of Lamentations is, the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple, the catastrophe of the king, and the massacre of his subjects; and he observes, that all these topics are treated of, not as events predicted as future, but as events which were past. The prophet deplores the miseries of his country with so much elegance and pathos, that he may be said to have done justice to the melancholy subject; and it may be added, that there is no poem extant, which can afford so happy, so uncommon, so elegant a variety of circumstances and images within so short a compass. What can be more elegant and poetical than the image of the city, which was formerly the pride of nations, sitting by herself, absorbed in grief, and a widow; deserted by her friends, betrayed by her relations, stretching out her hands in vain, and finding no one to comfort her? What can be more elegant than the image of the ways of Zion, which are represented as grieving, and demanding the celebration of their solemn festivals? But if we should produce all the beautiful passages, we should be obliged to transcribe the whole poem. It may be proper just to observe, that there is another opinion concerning the subject of this poem, defended at large by Michaelis, in his notes upon Bishop Lowth's Prelections, p. 116, &c.; namely, that it was composed upon the death of king Josiah. See the note on ch. Lamentations 3:27 and Lamentations 5:7. 

Concerning the plan of this book, the reader will observe, that it is composed after the manner of the funeral odes already spoken of in the notes on Jeremiah 9:17. The elegant writer above quoted remarks, that these funeral odes were uttered upon different occasions, and at last placed in the same collection: whoever, therefore, expects to find an artificial disposition of parts, a connection between these different sacred rhapsodies, and a peculiar elegance of composition, is mistaken in the intention of the writer. Singing the funeral ode of his ruined country, and as it were in the character of a person who grieves at the obsequies of a dear relation the author pours out whatever presents itself and arises in his mind on so deplorable an occasion: he dwells upon the same ideas; varies and amplifies the same things by new expressions, images, and figures; so that his work seems rather a composition or accumulation of things almost similar, than an artful connection of various ones, growing upon the mind by a continual gradation. I would not be understood as excluding from this work all regard for order, or as insinuating that there is not frequently an elegant or easy transition from one thing or, image, or person, or figure, to another; all that I mean is, that the nature and design of this poem is such; it being a collection of distinct and unconnected sentences, in each of which it imitates the form of funeral odes or dirges: it neither stands in need of, nor can admit, all that excellence of order and distribution which appear to so much advantage in other compositions. 

This work is divided into five parts. In the first, second, and fourth, the prophet speaks himself, or introduces Jerusalem as speaking; in the third, the chorus of the Jews speaks as a single person, agreeably to the Greek custom: in the fifth, which may be termed the epilogue of this work, the whole body of the Jews pour out their groans and supplications to God in their captivity. This last part is divided into twenty-two periods, according to the number of the letters of the Hebrew alphabet; but all the rest begin with a different letter, according to their alphabetical order. The design of these acrostic or alphabetical poems was, to assist the memory in retaining sentences or ideas which seemed to want connection; a custom formerly adopted by the Syrians, Arabians, and Persians, and practised by them to this very day. Each of the five parts into which this work is divided, is subdivided into two and twenty stanzas or strophes. Each of these stanzas, in the three first parts, consists of three verses; except, that in each of the first parts there is one stanza consisting of four verses. In the first four parts, the first letter of each stanza follows the order of the alphabet; but in the third, each of the verses of the same stanza begins with the same letter. In the fourth part, all the stanzas are distichs, or consist of two verses, as likewise in the fifth, which is not alphabetical or acrostic; and it is remarkable, that the verses in this last part are very short, but long in all the others. It is also observable, that the verses in this book are longer than usual; they consist, upon a medium, of twelve feet, there being some shorter, and others two or three syllables longer. This peculiar measure should not be looked upon as an affair of no moment; for it is probable, that the prophet made use of it as being more flowing, copious, soft, and better adapted to grief and complaint than any other. To which we may add, that the dirges sung at funerals were in the same measure; since all the lamentations which occur in the prophets, composed in imitation of those dirges, are, if I mistake not, in the same kind of verse. We may just remark further, that this book was most likely composed by Jeremiah in the land of Egypt, where, it is thought, he ended his days; for we never hear of his return thence. See Bishop Lowth's 22nd Prelection. 

01 Chapter 1 

Introduction
CHAP. I. 

The miserable estate of Jerusalem by reason of her sin: she complaineth of her grief, and confesseth God's judgment to be righteous. 

Before Christ 588. 

Verse 1
Lamentations 1:1. How doth the city sit, &c.— Houbigant renders the first part of this verse thus, How doth the city sit solitary! How is she become a widow, that was full of people! Cities are commonly described as the mothers of their inhabitants, and the kings and princes as their husbands and children. When therefore they are bereaved of these, they are said to be widows and childless. Under these affecting circumstances Jerusalem is described as sitting alone, and in a pensive condition, the multitude of her inhabitants being dispersed and destroyed. It is remarkable, that in times similar to this, that is to say, in the reign of the emperor Vespasian, a coin was struck, on which Judaea is represented under the image of a woman sitting in tears beneath a palm-tree. Jerusalem is said to have been great among the nations, as, in the time of her prosperity, she made conquests of various countries, and held them in subjection to her. See Isaiah 47:1. Calmet and Lowth. 

Princess among the provinces— She that was sovereign over provinces. See what is said of David's conquests and sovereignty over the neighbouring states, 2 Samuel 8:1-14; 2 Samuel 10:6-19 of the extent of his son Solomon's dominions, 1 Kings 21:24 of the power of Judah in the reign of Jehoshaphat, 2 Chronicles 17:10-11 and also in that of Uzziah, 2 Chronicles 26:6-8. 

Verse 2
Lamentations 1:2. Among all her lovers, &c.— "All her allies, whose friendship she courted by sinful compliances, have forsaken her in the night of her afflictions, and even joined with her enemies in insulting over her." 

Verse 3
Lamentations 1:3. Because of affliction, and—servitude— She sitteth in affliction and in great service among the heathen, and findeth no rest. Houbigant. 

Verse 4
Lamentations 1:4. The ways of Zion do mourn— This verse seems evidently and beyond dispute to fix the subject of this poem to the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple; the prophet lamenting in it the total desolation of the holy city, and the cessation of all religious services and ceremonies there. 

Verse 5
Lamentations 1:5. Her adversaries are the chief— Literally, are at, or for the head. They rule over, or are superior to her. See Isaiah 9:15. Deuteronomy 28:13. 

Verse 6
Lamentations 1:6. Like harts— Like rams,—And they go without strength before him who driveth them. 

Verse 7
Lamentations 1:7. Jerusalem remembered, &c.— Jerusalem remembers in the days of her affliction, and of her exile, all the pleasant things which she had in the days of old. Her people fall into the hand of the enemy, and no one helpeth her; her enemies behold this, and rejoice in her wound, or distress. Houbigant; who observes, that the word משׁבתה mishbatteha, rendered sabbaths, is never so used, and that there does not appear any reason why the Chaldeans should particularly mock the sabbaths; nor is there any thing in what goes before that may lead to such an interpretation. Instead of sabbaths, the Vatican copy of the LXX reads dwelling; the Alexandrian, captivity; the Chaldee, good things; and the Syriac, contrition. It may be proper, however, to remark, that the observation of the sabbath was a common reproach thrown out by the Heathens against the Jews. Even the wise Seneca looked upon the seventh day as lost, on account of the cessation, which is enjoined, from all labour; and many other authors have taken upon them to censure this holy and important practice. 

Verse 8
Lamentations 1:8. Because they have seen her nakedness— That is to say, her disgrace. For, according to the idea of those times, nothing could be inflicted more ignominious or disgraceful than to strip them of their garments. There are others who give the passage a different turn. 

Verse 9
Lamentations 1:9. She remembereth not her last end— She hath not remembered her latter end. Houbigant. The apostrophe at the close of the verse, wherein the city is represented as addressing herself to God, is very nervous and animated. 

Verse 10
Lamentations 1:10. Upon all her pleasant things— The latter part of the verse explains what is meant by this phrase; namely, the offerings and presents made to the sanctuary. 

Verse 12
Lamentations 1:12. Is it nothing to you— Come unto me all ye that pass by. Houbigant. Michaelis would render it, Not unto you that pass by, [namely, do I call]. The preceding verse ended thus, See, O Lord, and consider, for I am become vile; and then immediately follows, "Not unto you who pass by do I cry, Behold, and see," &c. that is, "I do not make this address to you who pass by; I do not call you who have heard this my complaint, as spectators and witnesses of my grief; ye are unable to condole with me; for what sorrow can be equal unto my sorrow, &c.?" The sense given in our version appears to me the most expressive and emphatical. The last words are read by Schultens, Sorrow, whereby the Lord hath exhausted me, or, hath altogether tortured me, in the day, &c. 

Verse 15
Lamentations 1:15. The Lord hath trodden the virgin, the daughter of Judah, as in a wine-press— As in a wine-vat. This metaphor is easily to be understood of causing such an effusion of blood in Jerusalem, as to resemble the treading of the juice out of the ripe grapes in vintage-time. See Isaiah 63:2-3. Revelation 14:20; Revelation 19:15. 

Verse 17
Lamentations 1:17. Zion spreadeth forth her hands— She extendeth her hands as a suppliant, praying for relief, and consolation: so Virgil says of Turnus: 

Ille, humilis supplexque, oculos dextramque precantem Protendens. AEN. xii. l. 930. 

Now low on earth the lofty chief is laid, With eyes cast upwards, and with arms display'd. DRYDEN. 

See Psalms 88:9; Psalms 143:6. 

Verse 19
Lamentations 1:19. I called for my lovers— That is, "My allies, the Egyptians, and others, who had promised me assistance, but in the day of necessity cast me off." See on Lamentations 1:2. 

While they sought their meat to relieve their souls— The LXX and the Syriac add, "and found none." But no such words appear in the Hebrew copies, although the thing is implied; for had they found what they sought, they would not have died. 

Verse 20
Lamentations 1:20. Abroad the sword, &c.— Without, the sword bereaveth; within, the mortality. Virgil has an expression remarkably similar to this: 

Crudelis ubique Luctus, ubique pavor, et plurima mortis imago. AEN. ii. l. 368. 

Death in a thousand forms destructive frown'd, And woe, despair, and horror rag'd around. PITT. 

Or, as our great poet describes the lazar-house, 

———————————————Despair Tended the sick busiest from couch to couch; And over them triumphant Death his dart Shook. PARADISE LOST, b. xi. 489, &c. 

Death acting as it were in propria persona; and not by the instrumentality of another, as when a person is slain by the sword. 

Verse 21
Lamentations 1:21. There is none to comfort me— Grief is timorous and suspicious, fertile in inventing torments for itself, scarcely brooking the least neglect, but entirely impatient of the least mockery or contempt. The prophet has beautifully expressed this circumstance in the passage before us. See Lamentations 1:7. The day, spoken of in the latter part of this verse, means that appointed for the execution of God's judgments upon the Babylonians and other enemies of the Jews, according to the predictions of Jeremiah in the 46th and following chapters of his prophesy. The next verse might be rendered, All their wickedness shall come before thee, and thou wilt do unto them as, &c. See Bishop Lowth's 23rd Prelection, and Calmet. Instead of, Do unto them, &c. Schultens reads, Exhaust thou them, as thou hast exhausted me. 

REFLECTIONS.—1st, With plaintive notes of woe the prophet's mournful muse begins, and bids each reader drop the sympathetic tear. 

1. He bewails the desolations of Jerusalem: how changed from all her former glory, into what an abyss of wretchedness fallen: he is amazed at what he beheld, and, commiserating her afflicted case, breaks forth, How doth the city sit solitary, that was full of people! Silence reigns in the once thronged streets; and brooding over the ruins, with anguish too big for utterance, in melancholy solitude, Jerusalem, as a disconsolate widow, sits on the ground, deserted of God, her king a captive, her inhabitants dead with famine, pestilence, or the sword, or kept under the yoke of servitude in a strange land: a princess once among the nations, courted, respected, and obeyed; now bound with captive bands, an ignominious tributary to a heathen lord. No marvel that tears incessant furrow her cheeks; and as if too short the day for sorrow such as her's, all night they flow, without a comforter, without a friend to pity her, and, by partaking, to alleviate her anguish. Her lovers, who in the days of her prosperity with warm professions testified their regard, desert her in the day of her calamity; and her treacherous friends throw off the mask, and act as open enemies. Her children groan in servitude; subject to the caprice and tyranny of heathen masters, and finding no rest, no end of toil, no peace of mind, no settled abode. Hemmed in like a beast in the toils, her persecutors have seized her, without the possibility of escape. Her adversaries are the chief; her enemies prosper: and no wonder, since the Lord hath afflicted her, whose wrath, on account of her manifold iniquities, is the cause of all her sufferings. Like harts famished for want of pasture, and weak as those timorous animals, her princes are unable to fight or fly, and fall an easy prey, despised now by those who honoured her; stripped of all her wealth and ornaments, her nakedness appears; and, confounded, she sighs and turns backward, as if to hide her shame. Pining with famine, and sunk in despondence, her people seek bread, and gladly part with all their jewels and pleasant things to procure the smallest refreshment; so low are they reduced, from that plenty wherein they once rioted, and which they so grievously abused. Note; (1.) They who wilfully depart from God, the soul's true rest, may not hope to find rest in any thing beside. (2.) All afflictions are doubly heavy when we see them as coming from God, not in mercy, but in wrath. (3.) Men's sins will surely bring them into straits, when too late they will bewail their folly. (4.) Affluence abused is the ready way to pining want. 

2. Great were these miseries under which the state groaned; yet greater anguish to the gracious soul it was, to behold the sacred service of the temple interrupted. Unfrequented now, the ways of Zion mourn: her gates, no longer thronged by those who hasted to her solemn feasts, are deserted, desolate. Her priest sigh; no sacrifice bleeds, no incense smokes upon the altar; destitute of their portion, famishing through want: her virgins are afflicted; their songs of joy sunk into mourning and woe; and she is in bitterness, overwhelmed with anguish and distress. Her beauty is departed; not only her king and nobles captives, and her country wasted, but, above all, the beautiful house of her sanctuary in ruins. With sacrilegious hands her enemies have seized all her pleasant things, her ark, her altars; and those, who might not even enter the congregation, now riot in the very sanctuary, plunder and spoil its sacred treasures, and, adding insult to their ravages, mocked at their sabbaths; or, as some think, in derision laid upon them on that day heavier burdens. And, what aggravated all, was, the remembrance of the happy days of old, fled, to appearance for ever fled, and nothing now remaining but affliction and misery. Note; (1.) Nothing affects a good man's heart so deeply as the decay of vital godliness. (2.) To hear God dishonoured, his worship and ordinances despised and ridiculed, is bitter to the pious soul. (3.) The remembrance of the communion that we have enjoyed with God, and the comforts that we have tasted, serve but to aggravate our griefs, when by our unfaithfulness we have provoked God to withdraw, and leave us to our misery. 

3. He laments over their sins, the cause of these desolations; for God is righteous in these his judgments. Her transgressions are multiplied, and very grievous, numberless, and aggravated. Her filthiness is in her skirts, open and avowed: careless and secure, she remembereth not her last end, nor considers in what misery her iniquities will issue: and having been most oppressive herself, the rich afflicting their poor brethren, and making their servitude heavy, justly therefore she is devoted to the yoke, and her fall wonderful, as her provocations were excessive. Note; (1.) Sin and ruin are inseparable. (2.) No sins are so aggravated as those of God's professing people. 

4. Zion is introduced, breaking forth into an earnest cry to God under her sufferings. O Lord, behold my affliction, with an eye of pity and compassion, since every other comforter is no more: see, O Lord, and consider; for I am become vile, reduced to the most abject misery, and ready to sink into despair, if thou dost not interpose. Note; (1.) The only relief for the miserable is earnest application to the merciful God. When all other compassions fail, his fail not. (2.) If God afflicts his believing people, it is in order to excite their more fervent applications to him, and make them know more of the wonders of his grace. 

2nd, The same complaints are continued. 

1. She demands some compassion from the spectators of her misery, in the view of the heavy hand of God upon her, whom she acknowledges to be the author of her troubles. Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? can you unconcerned behold these desolations, and not drop a tear over these ruins? see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow; so bitter and overwhelming. How ready are we all in distress to think our own burden peculiarly heavy, when in fact we only share the calamities common to men: yet it must be owned, that her case was deplorable indeed. In anger, in fierce anger, the Lord had afflicted her; a sense of this added bitterness to every burden; his fire is kindled in her palaces, or burns with fiercer flames within her guilty conscience. Entangled in his net, she could not flee away, but falls backward, faint, and unable to oppose the desolations of her Chaldean foe. Under complicated judgments, her yoke was made heavy, and her foul transgressions the cause of all; she was delivered into her enemies' hands, without the possibility of escaping. Her warriors, her valiant youth, and all her inhabitants, like grapes in the wine-press, are trodden under foot by the Babylonish army, and their blood shed on every side. Note; Whatever judgments weigh us down, we may be assured that our transgressions have wreathed the yoke, and bound on the burden. 

2. She bewails with floods of tears her bitter anguish; and surely there is a cause for them. For these things I weep; both for her sin and her suffering; and particularly, [1.] Because the comforter that should relieve my soul is far from me. When God departs, our misery must needs be great: all other afflictions are made light by the sense of his presence and love; but when the comforter, the only comforter of the sinful soul, is far from us, and nothing appears but wrath and despair, then is our wretchedness as complete as it can be out of hell. [2.] Because her children are desolate, in captivity, or destroyed by the sword of the merciless enemy; unable to comfort her; yea, their sad fate is the cause of her torment. [3.] Because she could not find a friend. In vain she spread forth her hands, entreating help, and pleading for compassion: her lovers, who promised once so fair, deceived her, yea, shunned her, as if her touch communicated defilement, and none either cared or dared to interpose, when the destruction was by the divine decree, and her adversaries acted under his commission. Note; (1.) When God is our friend, we shall never want a comforter; if he be our enemy, none can comfort us. (2.) Creature-confidences are sure to fail us in the day of calamity. (3.) Because of the terrible famine. My priests and mine elders gave up the ghost in the city, while they sought their meat to relieve their souls; and if these were perishing for want, how much more the people in general? (4.) Because of the desolations that she beheld. Abroad the sword bereaveth, at home there is as death, inevitable from the famine and the pestilence. (5.) Because of her insulting enemies. They heard of her trouble, and with malicious pleasure rejoiced in it, and for these things her tears run down without intermission. 

3. She justifies God in these his judgments. The Lord is righteous; however faithless her friends, or inhuman her foes, her sufferings were no more than she deserved: for I have rebelled, grievously rebelled, against his commandment. Note; True penitents ever acknowledge the justice of God in punishing them; and never desire to excuse themselves, but speak of their sins with every aggravation. 

4. She presents her miserable case to the God of all mercy. Behold, O Lord, for I am in distress; deeply afflicted, not only with her sufferings, but from a sense of her sins: my bowels are troubled, mine heart is turned within me; distracted and torn, uneasy and restless; and when the soul thus broken and contrite approaches God, he will not despise our prayer. 

5. She expects and intreats that God would visit her enemies. Thou wilt bring the day that thou hast called; the time fixed in God's counsels for their punishment; and they shall be like unto me, in suffering; and as she believes this will come, she prays that it may. Let all their wickedness come before thee; be remembered and avenged: and do unto them as thou hast done unto me for all my transgressions; as equally guilty, let them meet the same scourge, and heavy indeed that had been, as her anguish testified; for my sighs are many, and my heart is faint. Note; (1.) They who are alike guilty, may expect to be alike miserable. (2.) Though all private resentment is forbidden, we may pray to see God glorified in the ruin of his own and his people's enemies, that are obstinately, incorrigibly impenitent. 

02 Chapter 2 
Introduction
CHAP. II. 

Jeremiah lamenteth the misery of Jerusalem: he complaineth thereof to God. 

Before Christ 588. 

THE prophet gives a melancholy detail of the dire effects of the divine anger in the subversion of both the civil and religious constitution of the Jews, and in that extreme wretchedness and distress, to which individuals of every denomination were thereby reduced. He represents the misery of his country as without a parallel, and charges her prophets with having betrayed her into ruin by their false and flattering suggestions. He describes the astonishment of passengers on viewing the desolated condition of Jerusalem. They call out to her to implore God's compassion for the removal of those heavy judgments, which in the height of his displeasure he had brought upon her. 

Verse 1
Lamentations 2:1. The beauty of Israel— "The temple and all its glory: and hath not spared the ark itself, the footstool of the Schechinah, which sat between the Cherubim, as on a throne." See Matthew 11:23. 

Verse 2
Lamentations 2:2. And hath not pitied— He hath not spared. Houbigant. 

Verse 3
Lamentations 2:3. He hath drawn back his right hand— "He hath withdrawn his wonted assistance, and given up his people into the hands of their enemies." See Psalms 74:11. 

Verse 6
Lamentations 2:6. He hath—taken away his tabernacle— He hath laid waste his tabernacle as a garden. Houbigant. See Isaiah 1:8; Isaiah 5:5. 

Verse 7
Lamentations 2:7. They have made a noise, &c.— "The Chaldeans have sent forth the sounds of joy on account of their victory, in the temple of the Lord, as the Jews were accustomed to do in their solemn festivals." Instead of a joyful sound of praises and thanksgivings to God, nothing was heard but the noise of soldiers, and the rude vociferations of infidels profaning the holy place and insulting the God who was worshipped there. See Psalms 74:4 and Calmet. 

Verse 11
Lamentations 2:11. My liver, &c.— Bishop Lowth explains it, "My vitals seem to be dissolved, and have lost all their strength." See Job 16:13. Psalms 22:14. The LXX. read My glory is cast down upon the ground. That the mental passions have a considerable influence upon the habit of the body in various instances, is a fact not to be questioned. And experience daily shews, that a violent uneasiness of mind tends greatly to promote a redundancy and overflowing of vitiated bile. The liver is the proper seat of the bile, where its secretions are carried on. Hence the prophet's meaning in this place seems to be, that he felt as if his whole liver was dissolved, and carried off in bile, on account of the copious discharge brought on by continual vexation and fretting. Job expresses the same thing, when he says, Job 16:13. "He poureth out my gall upon the ground." 

Verse 13
Lamentations 2:13. What thing shall I take to witness for thee— With what likeness shall I compare thee? "What instance can I bring of any calamity like thine? that such an example may be some mitigation of thy misery." See Lowth, and Houbigant. 

Verse 14
Lamentations 2:14. False burdens— Burdens of vanity—false prophesies. See Isaiah 13:1. 

Verse 17
Lamentations 2:17. That he had commanded, &c.— "He hath fulfilled the threatening which he had denounced against those who were disobedient to the law of Moses, as well as what he had denounced long before by his prophets." 

Verse 18
Lamentations 2:18. Their heart cried— Their heart crieth, O Lord, to the virgin, the daughter of Sion. Houbigant. See his note. 

Verse 20
Lamentations 2:20. Consider to whom thou hast done this— Whether thou hast done the like to any one. Houbigant. 

Verse 22
Lamentations 2:22. Thou hast called, &c.— "Terrors come upon me from every side by thy appointment, just as multitudes used to flock to Jerusalem at the time of the solemn feasts." Houbigant renders it rather more clearly, Thou hast called terrors on all sides; as to a solemn feast-day. 

REFLECTIONS.—1st, The hand of God visible in their sufferings; and the sense of his displeasure, so justly and highly provoked, peculiarly sharpened these lamentations. 

The Lord hath utterly ruined their civil and ecclesiastical polity, and destroyed their country. A lowering cloud big with wrath hangs over the daughter of Zion, and terrible darkness covers her: all the beauty of Israel is tarnished, and from the higher pitch of excellence she falls into the abyss of wretchedness. Even that temple where God once chose to put his name, and that ark of the covenant over which his presence visibly rested, are no more regarded by him, but given up to destruction. The habitations of Jacob, the land of Judaea, the Lord hath swallowed up, as a lion his prey, and hath not pitied. Their strong-holds are thrown down in his wrath; for if he be angry, yea, but a little, who may abide it? They had polluted themselves by sin; therefore, he hath polluted the kingdom and the princes thereof, giving them up into the hands of the heathen. All their strength is broken, their right hand disabled; or God's right hand, which had been their protection and defence, is withdrawn, and they become a prey to their enemies; for when God abandons a people, their ruin is sure. Like a devouring fire his anger burns, and Jacob is devoured. As their enemy he stands, his arrows on the string pointed with death, his sword drawn and sharpened with fury; every pleasant object bleeds beneath the stroke, the princes, priests, and every endeared relation: and even in the tabernacle of the daughter of Zion his vengeance lighteth down, and it is utterly consumed. Before such an enemy what defence avails? her palaces, her fortresses, totter as in an earthquake, and disappear; while mournful lamentations rend the skies, and fill the devoted land of Judah. That temple, vast and magnificent, built for Jehovah's honour, is torn up from its foundations, as easily and utterly as a tent in a garden is removed: the places of assembly, the courts of the temple, or synagogues, are destroyed; God abhorred their hypocritical services, and therefore dispersed their congregations. Their solemn fears and sabbaths are forgotten in Zion, none being left to celebrate them, no place for worship remaining. Even the sacred characters of king and priest God hath despised in the indignation of his anger; because they have defiled their dignity by their iniquities, he hath destroyed both the kingdom and the priesthood: the more sacred the character, the greater the profanation when such offend. The Lord hath cast off his altar; while they continued in their sins, the sacrifices and incense that they offered were an abomination unto him. He hath abhorred the sanctuary, and therefore devoted the walls to ruin; and in those sacred courts and temple, where Zion's songs were heard, there the Chaldeans shout, and riot, and blaspheme. Fixed is the purpose, deep the design; the line of destruction is marked out, and God's almighty hand never withdrawn till the desolations are completed, the wall and rampart levelled to the ground. Sunk are her gates, as if the earth had opened beneath them; her bars broken; her king and her princes captives among the Gentiles: the law is no more; the sacred tables broken, the ordinances no longer observed; and none left to expound or hear these oracles of God. They who neglect their Bibles deserve to have them taken from them; and since they abhorred and persecuted their prophets when they had them, God punishes them in withdrawing his prophetic spirit from among them, and leaves them in darkness. 

2nd, Nothing breathes but lamentation, mourning, and woe. 

1. The mourners and their bitter anguish are described. The elders, who in robes of state were seated on the throne of judgment, now sit upon the ground with every expressive sign of sorrow, dust on their heads, and girded with sackcloth; the virgins of Jerusalem, so sprightly once and gay, with downcast eyes and melancholy looks bemoan their miseries; while the prophet himself, in deeper distress, wept till his eyes grew dim in their exhausted sockets; his bowels troubled with acutest pangs of grief, and all within melted as it were through very anguish, for the destruction of the daughter of his people. 

2. Abundant cause appears for such bitter mourning. 

[1.] The famine is very grievous. The infants swoon through hunger, and cry to their tender mothers for bread: unable to relieve their wants, the fond parents see them faint in the streets as wounded; or clasping them to their bosom they expire there; nay, more horrid still, driven by those cravings which silence even the strongest feelings of natural affection, the infant, murdered from the womb, is devoured by the famished mother. Well may we cry, in the view of such a scene, from plague, pestilence, and famine, good Lord, deliver us! 

[2.] The sword of their enemy reeks with the blood of the slain: no sacredness of place or character affords protection. The priest and prophet are slain in that sanctuary whither they fled for refuge; neither young nor old are spared, and even virgins bleed in the general massacre. God's wrath had set their merciless enemies upon them: He no more pitied them, and suffered the hearts of their foes to be steeled against every feeling of humanity. Thick as the crowded worshippers assembled in the days of their solemnities, now their terrible enemies, summoned of God, beset them round: hemmed in on every side, none escaped nor remained, but were slain or made captives; so that Zion, a childless widow, saw all the pains and care which she had bestowed on her helpless children fruitless, they being nourished only as lambs for the slaughter: and all this the Lord's doing, the effects of his fierce anger. How then should we fear to provoke this jealous God! 

[3.] Their prophets deluded them. Pretending to inspiration, they reported the dreams of their own foolish imaginations; assuring the people of peace, instead of rebuking them for their iniquity; flattering them in their sins, and hastening them to their ruin. Note; (1.) No curse can be more heavy than to be given up to the delusions of lying prophets. (2.) They who prophesy smooth things, instead of shewing faithfulness to men's souls in rebuking their sins, evince the falsehood of their pretended mission. 

[4.] Their neighbours reproach, their enemies insult them. As if well pleased with their fall, those that pass by, hiss and wag the head, deriding their miseries; Is this the city that men call The perfection of beauty, The joy of the whole earth? Where now are those Jewish boasts?—With open mouths their enemies join the cry, blaspheming and reviling, hissing as serpents, and gnawing their teeth, in testimony of their abhorrence; they say, we have swallowed her up, delighted with the delicious repast, with the rich prey of Zion's palaces. Certainly this is the day that we looked for; we have found, we have seen it; with malicious joy they triumph, and think that they have prevailed to her everlasting destruction. But let the enemies of God's church know, that, though sunk never so low, she will revive, and their triumphing will be short. 

[5.] Their misery is unparallelled, their case to human view desperate; no nation ever suffered the like calamities: to seek, as a ground of comfort, for afflictions similar to those which Zion had endured, were vain: for thy breach is great like the sea, which, when it overflows, with violence irresistible deluges the country. Who can heal thee? no human wisdom or power can repair these desolations. 

[6.] God himself appears their enemy. The Lord hath done that which he had devised; his hand hath done it, his counsel planned the blow: he hath fulfilled his word that he had commanded in the days of old; for, when he gave them his holy law by Moses, he told them what would be the effects of their transgressions, Leviticus 26:17. Deuteronomy 28:20 which is now fulfilled. He hath thrown down, and hath not pitied, sparing neither city nor temple: he hath caused thine enemy to rejoice over thee, giving Jerusalem for a prey to their teeth: and for these miseries no wonder if their heart in anguish cried unto the Lord; in some the voice of mere nature, lamenting their sufferings; in others, it may be hoped, the voice of grace bewailing their sins. 

3. They are exhorted, as the only means of redress, in deep humiliation to seek unto God. He hath wounded, and he alone can heal. O wall of the daughter of Zion, ye watchmen that stand thereon, and all others, let tears penitential run down like a river day and night; give thyself no rest, weep incessantly, let not the apple of thine eye cease, till thou hast found pardon and grace. Arise, cry out in the night, importunate in prayer, and pleading hard with God for mercy, in the beginning of the watches, repeatedly and ceaseless till he vouchsafes an answer of peace; pour out thine heart like water before the face of the Lord, lift up thy hands toward him, pour all thy griefs into his compassionate bosom, and urge every argument for pity, such as the groans of the infants expiring for hunger. Behold, O Lord, and consider to whom thou hast done this; to the seed of Abraham thy friend, the sons of Jacob thy chosen, the people whom thou didst separate for thine own. Note; We can take no step so effectual to remove our miseries, as spreading them in humble and fervent prayer before God. None but he can help us; and, none that ever truly sought him sought in vain. 

03 Chapter 3 
Introduction
CHAP. III. 

The faithful bewail their calamities. By the mercies of God they nourish their hope. They acknowledge God's justice, They pray for deliverance, and for justice on their enemies. 

Before Christ 588. 

IN this chapter the prophet seems to have had it in view to instruct his countrymen in the lesson of bearing themselves well under adversity. To this end, he first of all sets himself forth as an example of the most severe and trying afflictions. He then points out the inexhaustible mercies of God as the never-failing source of his consolation and hope; and exhorts others to patience and quiet resignation under the like circumstances, shewing that God is ever gracious to those that wait upon him; that he is prone to pardon and pity, and takes no delight in afflicting mankind; but turns away with disgust from all acts of oppression and malignant cruelty. He asserts the divine supremacy in the dispensations of good and evil, and argues that no man has a right to complain, when he is punished according to his deserts. He therefore recommends it to his fellow-sufferers to examine themselves, and turn to God with contrite hearts, sincerely deploring the sinfulness of their conduct, which had provoked the divine justice to treat them with such extraordinary severity. He professes himself deeply affected with the calamities of his country; but calling to mind the desperate circumstances from which he had heretofore been rescued by the divine aid, he declares his hope that the same good providence will frustrate the malice of his present enemies, and turn the scornful reproach they had cast upon him to their own confusion. 

Verse 1
Lamentations 3:1. I am the man that hath seen affliction— The prophet here speaks partly in his own character, and partly in that of his countrymen and fellow-sufferers; and throughout the whole in such a manner as agrees admirably with the Lord Jesus Christ, of whom Jeremiah in his sufferings especially was a type. See Isaiah 53:3. The reader will find most of the expressions in this chapter explained in the book of Job, and the Psalms. 

Verse 5
Lamentations 3:5. Compassed me with gall and travail— Broken my head, that I faint away. Schultens. 

Verse 13
Lamentations 3:13. The arrows of his quiver— The sons of his quiver. Houbigant. It is usual in the Hebrew to call the subject, adjunct, accident, effect, &c. the son of that particular thing. Hence it is that the Hebrew prophets represent nations, countries, and people, under the image of a woman; and it must be ascribed to the same principle, that arrows are here called the sons of the quiver. See Bishop Lowth's Prelections. 

Verse 16
Lamentations 3:16. He hath—broken my teeth— He hath broken my teeth as a gravel-stone. He hath fed me with dust. Houbigant. In this and the preceding verse the prophet aggravates the calamities of his people by such expressions as imply that misery and affliction are poured without measure upon the sons of Jacob. Possibly he alludes to his personal afflictions. See Jeremiah 37; Jeremiah 38. 

Verse 21
Lamentations 3:21. Therefore have I hope— Compare this with the 12th, 13th, and 14th verses of the 20th chapter of Jeremiah. 

Verse 22
Lamentations 3:22. It is of the Lord's mercies— This is the Lord's mercy, that he hath not entirely consumed me; neither are his companions exhausted. 

Verse 27
Lamentations 3:27. It is good for a man that he bear the yoke in his youth— We observed in the introduction to this book, that there are some commentators, and Michaelis among the rest, who conceive "that it was composed upon the death of king Josiah." They allege, that on an attentive perusal it will be found, that there is nothing in this book which might not have been written on the death of Josiah, which was a great calamity to his country: for Jerusalem, together with her new king, fell into the hands of the victor about three months after this misfortune, and was obliged to submit to a foreign prince, and to receive a tributary king from him; all which cannot be supposed to have passed without a siege, and the ruin of the walls of Jerusalem. The author of the second book of Chronicles expressly asserts, 2 Chronicles 35:25 that Jeremiah lamented the death of Josiah, together with other poets; and that his Lamentations and their elegies were reserved for the use of posterity. Why should we therefore doubt that this book contains those identical lamentations which are mentioned by the author of the book of Chronicles? Or, what reason is there for referring them to another calamity, which, it does not appear, or at least we are not sure, that he ever celebrated? To this we may add, that there are some things in the book of Lamentations which do not seem reconcileable to the time of Nebuchadrezzar, and to the time of the conflagration of the city and temple; especially when he attempts to beguile or sooth his troubles, in the words of the present verse, It is good for a man that he bear the yoke in his youth. This expression is proper only for a young man, not for one who was advanced in years, as Jeremiah was in the 11th year of Zedekiah. As for the complaint, chap. Lamentations 5:7. Our fathers have sinned, and are not, and we have borne their iniquities, Jeremiah could not have made use of it in the person of those who lived in the time of Zedekiah, without impeaching his piety; for that race was far more vicious and depraved than their progenitors, and being deservedly punished for their personal crimes, there was no necessity to trace their calamities so far backward. This expression might with some justice, if ever it could, have been made use of by the Jews in the reign of Josiah, who was a very pious king, a reviver of true religion, and who brought back his people to the worship of Jehovah, who had been offended by the sins of their forefathers, especially by those of Manasseh. In confirmation of this opinion, the reader is desired to refer to 2 Kings 23:25-26. Such are the proofs by which Michaelis and others support their opinion. The reader will consider what has been advanced on the other side, and judge for himself. We shall take notice of chap. Lamentations 5:7 when we come to it. As to the present verse, the argument drawn from it does not appear to carry great weight. The plain meaning of it seems to be, that it is useful and advantageous for a man to have been inured, even from his earliest days, to those restraints which arise from the sense of the duty we owe to God, and of the obedience we ought to pay to his laws, as well as to those afflictions which are the school of virtues holiness, and piety. 

Verse 28
Lamentations 3:28. Because he hath borne it upon him— When he shall take up his yoke. Houbigant. 

Verse 29
Lamentations 3:29. He putteth his mouth in the dust— "He prostrates himself even to the ground in token of the deepest humiliation." See Isaiah 29:4. 1 Corinthians 14:25. 

Verse 30
Lamentations 3:30. He giveth his cheek, &c.— He not only humbles himself in the sight of his Maker, but also bears with patience the ill-treatment of men. See Matthew 26:62. Mark 14:65. 

Verse 33
Lamentations 3:33. For he doth not afflict willingly— Houbigant reads this, For he doth not afflict willingly, or oppress the sons of men; so far as, (Lamentations 3:34.) To crush under his feet, &c. Lamentations 3:36. To subvert a man in his cause, saying, The Lord seeth not. 

Verse 34
Lamentations 3:34. All the prisoners of the earth— All the prisoners of the land. By "the prisoners of the land," I am persuaded are meant the poor insolvent debtors, whom their creditors among the Jews, as well as among other nations, were empowered to cast into prison, and oblige to work out the debt; a power too often exerted with great rigour and inhumanity. See Matthew 18:30; Matthew 18:34. The sufferings of these persons seem to be alluded to Isaiah 58:3 where the people asking with surprise, why their voluntary fastings and acts of self-mortification were so little noticed and regarded by God, receive for answer, that while they laid themselves under restraint in one point, they indulged their vicious passions and inclinations of different kinds, and shewed not that forbearance in their treatment of others, which they hoped to experience at the hand of God. 

Verse 36
Lamentations 3:36. To subvert a man in his cause— That is, to prevent his having justice done him in a law-suit or controversy by any undue interference; as by bearing or suborning false witness, or exerting any kind of influence in opposition to truth and right. 

Verse 37
Lamentations 3:37. Who is he that saith— "The king of Babylon, and such haughty tyrants, may boast of their power, as if it were equal to that of Omnipotence itself. But still it is God's prerogative to bring to pass whatever he pleases, only by speaking or declaring his purpose." 

Verse 39
Lamentations 3:39. Wherefore doth a living man complain— If we consider God's afflictions as a just punishment of our evil doings, we shall never murmur or repine at Providence; and we ought to be thankful, however bitter afflictions may be, for having an opportunity given to repent. This verse may be otherwise interpreted, as connected with that preceding. See Calmet. 

Verse 43
Lamentations 3:43. Thou hast covered with anger, &c.— Thou hast fenced about with anger. The verb סכךֶ sakak appears to have this sense, Job 3:23; Job 10:11; Job 38:8. There seems to be a manifest allusion to the manner of hunting wild beasts in the eastern countries, by surrounding at first a large tract of ground with toils, which the beasts could not break through; and these being drawn in by degrees, the bears were driven into a narrower space, where they were killed with darts and javelins, at the will of the hunters. See Bishop Lowth's Note on Isaiah 24:17-18. Statius gives a description, exactly similar, of the method of inclosing wild beasts in toils or nets; Achill. l. 459. 

Verse 48
Lamentations 3:48. Runneth down with— Bathes in. Schultens. 

Verse 51
Lamentations 3:51. Affecteth— Preys upon. 

Verse 52
Lamentations 3:52. Mine enemies chased me— The prophet in this and the following verses describes his own sufferings, when his enemies seized him, and cast him into the dungeon. See Jeremiah 20:7; Jeremiah 37:15. He compares them to a fowler who is in pursuit of a bird, as they took every opportunity to deprive him of his life or liberty, and that without any provocation on his part. See Lowth, and Calmet. 

Verse 56
Lamentations 3:56. My breathing— My groaning, or sighing. 

Verse 62
Lamentations 3:62. The lips, &c.— The words of those that rise up against me, and their daily songs upon me. Houbigant. 

Verse 63
Lamentations 3:63. I am their musick— The subject of their songs. See Lamentations 3:14 and Houbigant; who renders the three following verses, as do many other versions, in the future tense. 

REFLECTIONS.—1st, The prophet here mingles his lamentations over his own sufferings with those of the people; or he personates the church in general: and some, with good appearance of reason, suppose him herein a type of Christ. 

1. He laments over his afflictions as singularly heavy, embittered with a sense of the wrath of God. 

2. Darkness surrounded him: he saw no light, no cheering beam of hope, no door of escape out of his miseries, and seemed as one already in the grave; which may refer to the dark dungeon in which he was shut up; or to the captivity of the people, wherein they thought themselves as buried among the heathen. 

3. God appears his enemy. He is the butt of all the arrows of his indignation; so sorely was the land afflicted with all that variety of judgments which seemed as it were to exhaust God's quiver. And herein the prophet seems not to speak of himself, but personates his people. 

4. God hath shut him up in the hand of his enemies, hedged him in with their forces, builded the mounts against him, and compassed him with gall and travail; every effort to disentangle himself only riveted the chain the faster, and made it the more heavy. His ways are inclosed as with hewn stone, he cannot break through; all his schemes are traversed, and all his paths crooked; the farther he advances, the more he is bewildered. Note; Such will the crooked paths of sin be found; the farther we go in them, the more miserable shall we grow. 

5. The Lord seemed to have made an utter end of him, emaciated through famine, and his strength broken. As a lion and a bear waiting to seize their prey, so God seemed to watch over him for evil. He was filled with bitterness under the sense of what he felt, and with the apprehension of the greater evils that he feared; and staggered as one drunk with affliction; covered with ashes, in the dust he lay, and ate worse than the bread of mourners, his teeth broken with gravel-stones, which were mingled with the meal; nay, he hath pulled me in pieces, as one torn limb from limb. Thus had God dispersed the Jews, and laid their land utterly desolate. 

6. The Lord refused to be intreated. The loudest cries are in vain; he would neither hear the prophet's intercession, nor the people's prayer for themselves; and, when prayer fails of profiting, the case appears desperate indeed. 

7. He was a derision to all the people: they mocked at and made merry with him, ridiculing his sorrows, and pleased with his sufferings; and to a generous spirit very hard is this to be borne. 

8. He almost sunk into despair. Thou hast removed my soul far off from peace; no prospect of it remained: I forgat prosperity, not expecting its return: and I said, my strength and my hope is perished from the Lord; abandoned by him, and no more expecting help and support from him; and then despair was unavoidable; and this arose from the view of his affliction and misery, which seemed more than he was able to bear. 

9. The Lord Jesus was emphatically this man of sorrows, destitute, afflicted, tormented, stricken, smitten of God, enduring all the wrath which our iniquities deserved; derided in his agony, his soul in darkness and dereliction when he hung upon the cross, and his misery complete. 

2nd, At last a gleam of cheering hope breaks through the dreadful gloom. My soul hath them still in remembrance, and is humbled in me; and real humiliation is the sure way to returning consolation: or the words may be more truly rendered, Thou wilt surely remember, expressing his faith in God, notwithstanding all his sorrows; or, my soul meditates within me; on thy grace, mercy, truth, and faithfulness; this I recal to my mind, therefore have I hope, which still excludes despair. A variety of reasons he suggests to encourage this hope, and comfort his heart in God. 

1. It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed, as we have deserved to be. It is mercy, infinite mercy, which spares any sinner for a moment: we may wonder that we are out of hell, and be ashamed to complain, when all temporal affliction is so much less than our iniquity deserves. His compassions fail not, though sometimes they seem exhausted, and his loving-kindness quite gone for evermore; yet it is our infirmity, yea, our sin, when we fear it, and a little patience will prove it so; for they are new every morning, both temporal mercies, which every day fall thick around us as the drops of dew, and spiritual mercies in Christ Jesus, the source of which is inexhaustible. 

2. Great is thy faithfulness. His truth confirms what his mercy promises; and, however obscure his present dispensations may be, he never fails them who simply, believingly, and perseveringly, cast all their dependance upon him. 

3. The Lord is my portion, saith my soul. Since God hath engaged to be such to his believing people, faith embraces the promise; and they who have an interest in his love and favour have all the heart can wish, and a possession which, when we are deprived of every earthly good, is enough to make us happy, and satisfy all our wishes. Therefore will I hope in him, when every other support fails. And this hope will never make us ashamed, for the Lord is good unto them that wait for him, and will not disappoint their expectations, bestowing on them, according to their necessities, a rich supply for every want; to the soul that seeketh him, in earnest prayer and humble perseverance, in the use of those means of grace which he has appointed; for, though the answer may be delayed, the mercy is sure to be granted to all who hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the Lord; not murmuring against God, but acquiescing in his holy will, patiently expecting his salvation, temporal, spiritual, and eternal; for it is good to do so; our highest interest as well as our bounden duty. 

4. Our very troubles are designed of God for our benefit. It is good for a man that he bear the yoke in his youth: the yoke of afflictions, which serves to wean the mind from earthly vanities, and teach us to seek our better rest above; or the yoke of the commandments, Christ's easy yoke, which the sooner we take upon us, from the earliest days of youth, the pleasanter we shall find it: though the former sense seems here particularly intended. Such a one sitteth alone, retired to commune with God, to search out his own spirit, and to see and humble his soul under the cause of his afflictions; and keepeth silence, no murmuring word escapes him, he is dumb and openeth not his mouth, because he hath borne it upon him, willingly yielding his neck to the yoke; or, because he (God) hath laid it on him, and therefore this consideration silences every thought of discontent. He putteth his mouth in the dust, confessing his vileness, and just desert of all that he suffers, and humbly bows before the chastening rod, if so be there may be hope, or peradventure there is hope; not as if doubting of the promises, but as confessing his own unworthiness to obtain the mercy that he seeks. Thus humbled, he giveth his cheek to him that smiteth him, can bear without resentment every indignity; he is filled full with reproach, the lot of all who follow Christ; he never returns railing for railing, however, but contrariwise blessing, learning of him to be meek and lowly of heart. Such is the spirit and temper of a real penitent; and the issue of such sufferings and submission cannot but be good, very good for us. 

5. The Lord will not cast off for ever, which is the great argument for patience to every returning penitent; for without repentance and faith on our part, he cannot bless us consistently with his nature and perfections. Our heaviness, indeed, for a time, may be great, through manifold temptations; but though he cause grief, his chastisements all flow from his paternal heart towards those who cast themselves upon him in Christ Jesus, and are designed to work godly sorrow which leads to eternal salvation; and therefore, when the end of the affliction is answered, yet will he have compassion according to the multitude of his mercies, which are in Christ Jesus boundless and infinite to all the faithful; for with no other view does he ever correct his dear children; he doth not afflict willingly nor grieve the children of men, he takes no delight in our miseries; by our unfaithfulness we provoke him, as a tender father, with reluctance to take the rod; but he feels for us when he chastises, is grieved in our affliction, and gladly lays down the rod when it has answered the end for which he sent it. O how great are the tender mercies of our God! How can we do other than kiss the rod of such a father! 

6. Though he permits, for wise and holy ends, the oppression of the wicked, he is far from approving it. To crush under his feet all the prisoners of the earth, as the Chaldeans trampled on his captive people, to turn aside the right of a man by partial judgment, before the face of the Most High, openly, in defiance of him whose vicegerents the judges of the earth are, to subvert a man in his cause by some clandestine and knavish arts, the Lord approveth not; he condemns all such injustice, and will avenge it; or doth he not see? however secret the transaction, from his all-piercing eye it cannot be hid, and he will in no wise spare the guilty. 

3rdly, They who truly know God and themselves will find abundant arguments for submission to his will and pleasure. 

1. He is the uncontroulable sovereign. Who is he that saith, and it cometh to pass, when the Lord commandeth it not? His counsels only can take effect: nothing can contradict his appointing, permissive or suffering will. Out of the mouth of the Most High proceedeth not evil and good? Assuredly. Every dispensation of his providence, prosperous or afflictive, is most holy, just, and good: whatever, therefore, be his will should be our delight. 

2. We have never reason to complain. Wherefore doth a living man complain? a worm, whose breath is in his nostrils, and in whose heart folly is bound up; a most incompetent judge of the dispensations of infinite wisdom; a living man, whose life has long since been forfeited to divine justice, and to whom it is an amazing act of mercy that he is out of hell; a man for the punishment of his sins? how dare he complain, when all his sufferings here are so much less than his deserts: considerations these, which should ever silence all repining, lead us to acknowledge God's mercy as well as justice in our severest afflictions, and thankfully to acquiesce in every dispensation. 

3. Our business under every trouble is, to examine into the cause, and in deep humiliation return unto God. Let us search and try our ways; for, though at all times self-inquiry is needful, it is most peculiarly so under humbling providence; for verily there is a reason for them; a gracious God doth not willingly afflict. The rule of judgment is the word of God; and prayer must direct us to the right application of it, that, under the influence of divine light, we may discover the true state of our souls, and turn again to the Lord in whatever way we may have departed from him; knowing, that except we are converted we cannot be saved; and assured that, in all his dealings toward us, God's great design is to lead us to repentance. Blessed and happy are they who learn to correspond with him herein. 

4. In simplicity and godly sincerity we are called upon to devote and surrender ourselves to God. Let us lift up our heart with our hands unto God in the heavens; in prayer looking up to him whose glory is in the heavens, and whose throne ruleth over all; our hearts engaged, and unreservedly offered on his altar; without which no service of the lips is at all available; and when we do so, this sacrifice of a contrite spirit God will not despise, nor ever cast out the prayer that cometh not out of feigned lips. 

4thly, Nature will feel, and we are not forbid to mourn, though we are forbid to murmur. 

1. The prophet, in the name of all his people, with deep acknowledgment confesses their sins; We have transgressed and have rebelled; for sin is rebellion against the Majesty of Heaven, and sinners the vilest of traitors. 

2. He bewails their miseries, arising from a sense of God's displeasure. Thou hast not pardoned; at least no tokens of it appeared, while their afflictions continued unremoved: thou hast covered with anger and persecuted us; like a thick cloud it hung over them, and extinguished for a while every ray of his light and comfort; while, like a battering storm, their troubles beat upon them incessantly. Thou hast slain, thou hast not pitied; given them up to the merciless sword of the Chaldeans; nor did their cries apparently reach his mercy-seat. Thou hast covered thyself with a cloud, that our prayer should not pass through; so apt are we when we do not find an answer of mercy from God soon, to conclude that it is of no profit to pray, and are tempted to give up all hope. 

3. He laments the derision to which they were exposed. Thou hast made us as the off-scouring and refuse in the midst of the people; to be trodden down by the heathen, see 1 Corinthians 4:13 and their enemies scoffed at their distress; a sure symptom of a base mind, thus to insult the miserable. 

4. Their fears were great, their desolations grievous: taken in the snare of their foes; terrified with their threatenings; their land and the cities of Judah utterly destroyed, and the people led into captivity, or slain with famine, pestilence, and the sword. Chased like a bird, they fled before their foes, who without cause persecuted them; yet, unable to escape, they seized them, and buried them alive in dungeons; or carried them alive to Babylon, which was the house of their prison, and shut them up in captive bonds, as the dead, at the mouth of whose sepulchre the ponderous stone is laid. Waters of affliction flowed over mine head; and, sunk as it were in the abyss of hopeless misery, then I said, I am cut off, ready to resign themselves to despair. Note; Many whom Satan has cast down by their sins, he seeks to keep down by despair. 

5. In this state of wretchedness the prophet, in the person of the church, and on her account, weeps bitterly. Mine eye runneth down with rivers of water; unutterable is his anguish for the destruction that he beheld: without intermission mine eye trickleth down; and every scene of desolation that presented itself pierced his heart with fresh anguish, and drew forth a new torrent of tears over all the daughters of his city, or, more than all the daughters of my people; none, even of the tender sex, were so deeply afflicted and profuse in tears as the prophet; and thus he resolved to continue weeping and praying, till the Lord should look down and behold from heaven, and pity, pardon, and deliver them. Note; (1.) Let nothing drive us from waiting upon God. (2.) Our hearts will find no such relief from their anguish, as by pouring our sorrows into the bosom of a compassionate God. (3.) If we continue instant and patient in prayer, we shall assuredly find at last an answer of peace. 

5thly, Sad as their state was, it was still within the reach of prayer; and therefore, 

1. The prophet cries unto God, I called upon thy name, O Lord, out of the low dungeon; which may refer to the prophet's own case, when ready to perish in this miserable situation; or may be his prayer for the people, reduced now to the deepest distress. Thou hast heard my voice; it is the expression of his humble confidence, or the encouragement that he drew from past experience; thou hast heard, and wilt hear, the prayer of faith, therefore hide not thine ear at my breathing, at my cry, in the present calamity: or it may be read, Thou didst not hide, &c. and so is a continuation of his grateful acknowledgment of past mercies. Thou drewest near in the day that I called upon thee, manifesting thy gracious presence and support: thou saidst, Fear not; and that encouraged my drooping heart. O Lord, thou hast pleaded the cause of my soul, thou hast redeemed my life; rescuing him from the instant death which threatened him in the dungeon; or delivering the people from their oppressions under the yoke of Egypt, Philistia, and other nations; and this emboldened his hope that the Lord would yet deliver them. Note; (1.) There is no prison so deep, but prayer can find a ready way out of it to the throne of God. (2.) Past mercies should encourage present hope. (3.) That is the effectual prayer, when the soul breathes forth its fervent desires, and still feels more than it can utter. (4.) They who by faith commit their souls to God, need fear no evil. 

2. He refers his case and his people's unto the Lord. God had seen the wrong that his enemies had done him, their malicious designs, and their revengeful spirit: he had heard their reproaches and insults, and how they daily made themselves merry in deriding him; and therefore he appeals to him for judgment against them, not in a spirit of revenge, but that the justice of God may be seen in the righteous retaliation of their unprovoked malignity. Give them sorrow of heart, to curse unto them, the heaviest of all plagues, and the just desert of their wickedness. Persecute and destroy them in anger from under the heavens of the Lord, their deeds of darkness having made them unworthy of the light of day. Note; (1.) Though fools still mock on, and sport at God's people, the day is near when their mirth will be turned into mourning. (2.) Woe to those against whom God's oppressed people appeal to him for justice. 

04 Chapter 4 
Introduction
CHAP. IV. 

Zion bewaileth her pitiful estate: she confesseth her sins. Edom is threatened. Zion is comforted. 

Before Christ 588. 

THE prophet contrasts, in various affecting instances, the wretched and deplorable circumstances of the Jewish nation with the flourishing state of their affairs in former times; and ascribes the unhappy change principally to the profligacy of their priests and prophets, which had drawn upon them the universal abhorrence of God and man. The people proceed with lamenting their hopeless condition, and in a particular manner the captivity of their sovereign. The judgment of Edom is at length foretold, together with a final cessation of Sion's calamities. 

Verse 1
Lamentations 4:1. How is the gold become dim! &c.— "How is the glory of the temple obscured! The sanctuary, which was overlaid with gold, now lies in the ruins." Some think that the prophet here alludes to the princes and chief persons of the country. See the next verse, and Psalms 119:83. 

Verse 3
Lamentations 4:3. Sea-monsters—give suck to their young ones— See Job 39:13-14, and Parkhurst on the word ענה anah. We are told by voyagers, that the sea lioness, and other sea-monsters, have dugs with which they give suck. 

Verse 5
Lamentations 4:5. They that did feed delicately, &c.— See the note on 1 Samuel 2:8 where it has been observed that it was usual in the east to burn dried dung, and consequently to lay up heaps of it for use in their cottages. The author of the Observations thinks that this will serve to explain the expression in this verse of embracing dunghills. "This taking refuge in dunghills (says he) is not mentioned in European descriptions of the horrors of war; but if they in the east burned dung anciently, as much as they do now, and preserved a stock of it with the solicitude of these times, it will appear quite natural to complain that those who had fed delicately, were wandering without food in the ways; and they who had been covered not only with clean garments, but with robes of magnificence, were forced by the destruction of their palaces, to take up their abode in places designed for the reception of this sort of turf, and to sit down upon those heaps of dried dung." See Observations, p. 137. 

Verse 6
Lamentations 4:6. And no hands stayed on her— Nor were hands weakened in her. Sodom was destroyed by a sudden act of God which the prophet thinks preferable to lingering and wasting with disease and want, as was the case in Jerusalem during the long siege. 

Verse 7
Lamentations 4:7. They were more ruddy, &c.— They were brighter in body than pearls, &c. See Bochart, lib. 2: cap. 6. 

Verse 9
Lamentations 4:9. For these pine away— For they who are cut down by the sword, have departed quickly as the fruits of the field: "They who have perished by the sword, are quickly cut down like the ripe fruits of the field; and therefore it is better with them than with those who have wasted away by a long famine." Houbigant. 

Verse 10
Lamentations 4:10. The hands, &c.— The hands of tender-hearted women have boiled their own children: they served them for meat in their calamity, &c. 

Verse 12
Lamentations 4:12. The kings of the earth— Jerusalem was so strongly fortified both by art and nature, and had been so often miraculously preserved by God from the attempts of its enemies, that it seemed almost incredible that it should suffer so total a subversion. See Calmet. 

Verse 14-15
Lamentations 4:14-15. So that men could not touch their garments— It could not be avoided but their garments must be touched. Therefore the prophet immediately addresses the citizens of Jerusalem, Lamentations 4:15. Depart, proclaim ye their uncleanness; depart, depart, touch not, that they may fly away and wander. Say among the heathen, They shall no more sojourn there. Houbigant. 

Verse 17
Lamentations 4:17. As for us, our eyes as yet failed— While we yet continued, our eyes failed with the vain expectation of help. Houbigant. 

Verse 19
Lamentations 4:19. Our persecutors, &c.— The Lord hath brought upon us the judgment that he threatened by Moses, of bringing a nation against us, as swift as the eagle flieth; for such are the Chaldean horsemen. See Jeremiah 4:13; Jeremiah 48:40; Jeremiah 49:22. 

Verse 20
Lamentations 4:20. The breath of our nostrils, &c.— That is to say, Our king; namely Zedekiah, whose flight the Chaldean soldiers intercepted, and on whose account the captive Jews hoped that their servitude would be lighter. So long as he was safe they might hope to preserve some face of religion and government. Calmet observes, that nothing can be more applicable than these words to our Lord Jesus Christ. This divine Saviour, the source of our life, the Lord and Master of the universe, the object of our love, and the Anointed of the Father, voluntarily delivered up himself for our sins; and has delivered us from death by the price of his life and blood. 

Verse 21
Lamentations 4:21. Rejoice and be glad, O daughter of Edom— This is an ironical expression against the Edomites, who had joined themselves to the Chaldeans in the siege of Jerusalem. See Psalms 137:7. Obad. Lamentations 4:10. 

REFLECTIONS.—1st, Who can, unaffected, behold the desolations here described? 

1. The temple is laid in ruins; the gold tarnished, the stones of the demolished sanctuary scattered on every side. Which may also be understood figuratively, as in the next verse, of the precious sons of Zion, who possessed immortal souls, comparable to fine gold for their worth, but now broken by the Chaldeans as an earthen pitcher, and lying slain in every street of the city. 

2. People of all ranks and ages perish in the famine. The tongue of the sucking child cleaveth to the roof of his mouth for thirst, the famished mother's breasts are dry, and, unable to moisten their lips, they seemed more cruel than the sea-monsters, or the ostriches of the wilderness. The weaned infant cried for bread, and the distressed parent hath it not to give; or, pressed by insufferable hunger, is deaf to his lisping, and cannot spare the least morsel. They who were used to every delicacy that affluence could procure, and were brought up in scarlet, or upon scarlet carpets spread under them, now wander in the street, and rake the dunghills for the vilest scraps to appease their raging appetite: to such distresses may the greatest be reduced. Their Nazarites, who were separated for God, and abstained with nicest care from every defilement; or her nobles, as some interpret it, who were so elegant and curious, white as snow, ruddy as rubies, and their skins smooth as polished sapphire; now, black with famine, grief, and melancholy, are so changed, that their visage is no longer known, withered and destitute of all moisture as a dry stick: perishing miserably for want, a lingering death more terrible than the sword, multitudes fall on every side; while, driven by raging hunger, horrible to tell! even mothers murder their infants, and ravenously feed upon the sodden corpses. 

3. The cause of all is the sin of Jerusalem, provoking the fierce anger of the Lord; and now his fury poured out has accomplished her ruin. Greater than Sodom's punishment is her's because more aggravated her sins: that devoted city never enjoyed those means which Jerusalem had slighted; therefore her overthrow, though terrible, was sudden; while, by a lingering death upon the rack, the destruction of Zion is completed. 

4. They who behold these desolations are astonished. So strong the fortress, so numerous the forces, so highly honoured by the residence of the great God, so signally before rescued by his interposition, the kings of the neighbouring nations never conceived it possible for the Chal-deans to have prevailed. Nor could they, if Zion's defence had not first departed, and God been turned against her as an enemy; and then no marvel that ruin terrible and remediless overtook her. 

2nd, We have, 

1. The principal cause of Jerusalem's destruction. The sins of her prophets and the iniquities of her priests, who, while by office and profession they should have reformed others, were the great examples and encouragers of iniquity, and filled up fast the measure of the national guilt. They shed the blood of the just, being the first to persecute God's faithful ones, especially the true prophets, who remonstrated against their wickedness. They wandered as blind men in the streets, pretending to lead others while themselves were bewildered in error, ignorance, and sin; and, thus polluted with blood, every good man shunned their company as defiling, and cried unto all near them to beware of them, as if their touch or breath communicated infection; depart ye, it is unclean, touch not: and in the lands whither they were carried captive, these destroyers of their country were marked with a peculiar brand of infamy; they said among the heathen, they shall no more sojourn there, God having decreed, concerning these false teachers, that they should die in the land of their captivity, and never see or partake of the restoration which God had promised to his people. Under God's peculiar wrath they were now divided and dispersed; and as he will no more regard them, neither shall they find any respect or favour from their heathen masters: or the last words of Lamentations 4:16 may be interpreted as their sin, as well as punishment: they had created with contempt God's true and faithful ministers, and therefore they themselves justly receive the same. Note; (1.) Wicked priests and prophets, more than any others, conspire to hasten a nation's ruin. (2.) We cannot keep at too great a distance from their company, whose evil communications tend to corrupt and destroy the soul. 

2. In the time of their calamity all help failed this unhappy people. They expected assistance from the Egyptians, but in vain; eagerly they looked for their advancing to raise the siege, till their eyes failed; and too late they found their case desperate, and that their allies could not save them from the Chaldean army: their mounts were raised so high that they overlooked the walls; and if but a person appeared in the streets, they pursued him with their slings and arrows as a beast is hunted. Their end was near, it now was evident that they could not hold out long; the days appointed by the prophetic word were near expiring, and then the fearful end of Zion must come. Flight was useless, when, swifter than eagles, their persecutors pursued; nor could the mountain or wilderness afford a covert from their piercing eyes; nay, even their king himself found no protection for his sacred person; and all their flattering hopes, that under his protection they should be safe amid the surrounding heathen nations, now vanished as a dream: they behold him seized, his eyes put out, and he led away in brazen fetters a miserable captive. Some have applied this as if it had a reference to Christ, the anointed Saviour, seized by the hands of his enemies and slain, while his disheartened disciples, beholding the scene, were ready to abandon themselves to despair. 

3. A gracious promise closes the lamentation, so doleful and full of misery. Edom had maliciously rejoiced at Zion's fall; and with pointed irony the prophet bids them continue their joy; but lets them know, that of the cup of vengeance which Jerusalem had tasted they themselves must drink, and sink down as a drunken man overpowered with liquor, under the fury of the Lord; helpless be stripped of all their treasures and ornaments, and driven naked as slaves before their conquerors: and while Zion's punishment has an end, and she is restored, no more to be a captive, the iniquity of Edom shall still be visited, and her sins discovered in the punishment inflicted on her. And what is here said seems to look to future times, Edom being the figure of the antichristian powers, as Zion is of the church of God. The Jews, after their return from Babylon, were, we know, led captive again, and are to this day in a state of bondage; but when Rome, the spiritual Edom, shall be destroyed, then shall the church be triumphant, and never know the yoke of captivity any more. 

05 Chapter 5 

Introduction
CHAP. V. 

A pitiful complaint of Zion in prayer unto God. 

Before Christ 588. 

Verse 1
Lamentations 5:1. Remember, O Lord— In the Vulgate, Arabic, and Syriac, this chapter is intitled, "The prayer of Jeremiah." It is rather to be understood as the earnest supplication of the whole body of the Jews in their captivity. See the introductory note to this book. 

Verse 4
Lamentations 5:4. Our wood is sold unto us— Our wood came at a price upon our necks; Lamentations 5:5. We are under persecution, &c. Houbigant. That numbers of the Israelites had no wood growing on their own lands for their burning, must be imagined from the openness of their country. See Judges 5:6. It is certain, the eastern villagers have now sometimes little or none on their premises. Dr. Russel says, that inconsiderable as the stream which runs by Aleppo and the gardens about it may appear, they however contain almost the only trees which are to be met with for twenty or thirty miles round; for that the villages are all destitute of trees, and most of them only supplied with what rain water the inhabitants can save in cisterns. D'Arvieux gives us to understand, that several of the present villages of the holy land are in the same situation; for, after observing that the Arabs burn cow-dung in their encampments, he adds, that all the villagers who live in places where there is a scarcity of wood, take great care to provide themselves with sufficient quantities of this kind of fuel. See 1 Samuel 2:8. The holy land, from the accounts we have of it, appears to have been as little wooded anciently as at present; nevertheless the Israelites seem to have burned wood very commonly, and without buying it too, from what the prophet says in the present verse. Had they been wont to buy their fuel, they would not have then complained of it as such a hardship. The true account of it seems to be this. The woods of the land of Israel being from very ancient times common, the people of the villages, which, like those about Aleppo, had no trees growing in them, supplied themselves with fuel out of these wooded places, of which there were many anciently, and several that still remain. This liberty of taking wood in common, the Jews suppose to have been one of the constitutions of Joshua, of which they give us ten; the first giving liberty to an Israelite to feed his flock in the woods of any tribe; the second, that he should be free to take wood in the fields any where. But though this was the ancient custom in Judaea, it was not so in the country into which they were carried captives; or if this text of Jeremiah respects those who continued in their own country for a while under Gedaliah, as the ninth verse insinuates, it signifies that their conquerors possessed themselves of these woods, and would allow no fuel to be cut down without leave, and that leave was not to be obtained without money. It is certain that presently after the return from the captivity timber was not to be cut without leave: Nehemiah 2:8. See Observations, p. 218. 

Verse 6
Lamentations 5:6. We have given the hand— We have submitted. 

Verse 7
Lamentations 5:7. Our fathers have sinned— That is, "Though our fathers have been guilty of great sins, they have died without signal punishment and calamities; which are come upon us their children, who thus bear the punishment of theirs, as well as of our own iniquities." See Daniel 8:11; Daniel 8:27. This seems to be the plain meaning of the present verse; and if so, it certainly gives no countenance to the interpretation in the note on chap. Lamentations 3:27. See Ezekiel 2:3. 

Verse 9
Lamentations 5:9. With the peril of our lives, &c.— I can no otherwise understand this, than that on account of their weak and defenceless state the people were continually exposed, while they followed their necessary business, to the incursions of the Arabian freebooters, who might not be improperly styled, "the sword of the wilderness." See Harmer's Observ. ch. 2: Obs. 5 and 6. 

Verse 12
Lamentations 5:12. By their hand— That is to say, by the hands of the Chaldeans. 

Verse 16
Lamentations 5:16. The crown is fallen from our head— At their fears, at their marriages, and other seasons of festivity, they used to crown themselves with flowers. The prophet probably alludes to this custom, as we may gather from the preceding verses. The general meaning is, "All our glory is at an end, together with the advantages of being thy people, and enjoying thy presence, by which we were eminently distinguished from the rest of the world." 

Verse 18
Lamentations 5:18. Because of the mountain of Zion— Houbigant connects this with the preceding verse; For these things our eyes are dim; for mount Zion, because it is desolate, and the foxes walk upon it. See Judges 15:4. 

Verse 21-22
Lamentations 5:21-22. Renew our days, &c.— Renew our days as of old; Lamentations 5:22. After thou hast rejected us and hast been very wroth against us. Houbigant. 

REFLECTIONS.—1st, The prophet, in the name of his afflicted people, presents their miserable case before the God of all mercy, intreating him to regard, consider, and remove the reproach under which they groan. And no tear, no sigh of the truly sincere passes unnoticed. 

1. He lays their present wretched state before God in a variety of particulars, wherein their grievous reproach appeared. Deprived of the inheritance of their fathers, strangers have seized their estates, and dwell in the houses which they had built. In a natural, political, and spiritual sense, they were become orphans and widows; the men slain with the sword, their king removed, and God himself had forsaken them. In their captivity they were not only destitute of the comforts of life, but the very necessaries were hardly to be procured by them; even their water and their wood were to be purchased at an exorbitant rate. Groaning under heavy loads, scarcely would their heathen masters allow them sleep, and probably forbade them the observance of their sabbaths, wearing them out with incessant toil. For a morsel of bread, to relieve their hunger, they yielded their necks to bondage in Egypt and Assyria; and the meanest among the nations whither they were dispersed, tyrannized over them. To a state of such ignominy and wretched servitude were they reduced; and not a friend to interpose to mitigate their burdens, or deliver them from their bondage: or their heathen masters suffered their very servants to insult them without check or rebuke. During the siege, when, driven by hunger, any ventured to go without the walls in quest of provision, the sword of the wilderness, or of the plain, the Chaldeans, who guarded every avenue, exposed them to confront peril of their lives: scorched up with famine, their shrivelled skins looked black, as if burnt with fire. Sacrificed to brutal lust, their wives and virgins fell a prey to lawless ravishers. Their princes were hanged by their cruel conquerors, and perhaps, when dead, their bodies hanged up by their hand and exposed. The elders in age or office were insulted, and no respect paid to dignity or hoary locks. The young men are set to grind or carry the grist, as if they were beasts of burden; and the very children sink under their loads of wood, unable to sustain them. The courts of justice are no more; the judges slain, or captives: the voice of music silenced; their joy is fled, and all their gaiety exchanged for mourning. The crown is fallen, their king a prisoner, their kingdom enslaved. Note; This world is a scene of awful changes: we must look to a better for never-fading crowns and uninterrupted joy. 

2. Their sins have provoked these judgments: they own and lament it. Our fathers have sinned, and are not, and we have borne their iniquities, having added their own provocations to the past, till they had filled up the measure of their sins; woe unto us, our case is deplorable and pitiable, that we have sinned; and, having nothing to plead in indication of themselves, they cast their souls upon the free grace and mercy of God, acknowledging the justice of all that they suffered; for this our heart is faint, both for their miseries and their sins; for these things our eyes are dim with weeping, because of the mountain of Zion, which is desolate, the city and temple in ruins; the foxes walk upon it, without interruption as in the desert. Note; 

(1.) Among the bitterest griefs that affect the hearts of the pious, are the desolations of Zion, the afflictions of God's church and people. (2.) Sin is the root of all our sorrows, and more to be lamented than all the sufferings which it occasions. 

2nd, The people of God, for whom the prophet speaks, 

1. Express their dependance upon God. Thou, O Lord, remainest for ever, the same unchangeable Jehovah, faithful to all his promises; and therefore his believing people may comfort themselves in him, to whatever troubles they are exposed: thy throne from generation to generation; his dominion is eternal; and he who rules over all will over-rule every event for the good of them that love him. While Zion's God reigns, his saints need never despair. 

2. They expostulate with God on their unhappy case. Wherefore dost thou forget us for ever, and forsake us so long time? It had been long, and they were ready to fear that it would be for ever; yea, every moment of his displeasure seemed an age to them; and their unbelief was ready often to suggest, but thou hast utterly rejected us, and there is no more hope; thou art very wroth against us, to consume us. Or the words may be read, For hast thou utterly rejected us? wilt thou be very wroth against us? Humble expostulations are allowable: we may reason with God concerning his judgments, though we may not quarrel with him on account of them. 

3. They pray. Turn thou us unto thee, O Lord, and we shall be turned. Conscious of their sad departures from him, and their utter inability to help themselves, they look to him who alone can work the mighty change. Renew our days as of old: bring us to our former state of happiness, and enable us to imitate the examples of our pious ancestors. This verse is repeated at last, after the following one, by the Jewish rabbins, who would not have the book conclude with the last melancholy words. Note; However dark the scene may close upon God's suffering saints on earth, let them patiently and perseveringly commend their souls to him, and then they shall quickly wake up in glory, honour, and immortality. 

